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Groundbreaking for North Campus Housing  
The ceremonial groundbreaking for the new North Campus housing was held on Friday, April 23, as part of Trustees 
Visit Weekend; actual construction will begin in late June or early July, according to Director of Facilities Planning Tom 
Lepley. 
“[We] simply have not had sufficient residence hall space to accommodate all students, so increasing student housing 
space has been an important objective,” Dean of Students Hank Toutain said. “Because a wide variety of student housing 
arrangements and interests are best accommodated by a diversity of housing options … we felt that having some townhouse 
units would greatly enchance the student housing mix.” 
Former Dean of Students Tammy Gocial did the “extensive work soliciting student input on this project,” according to 
Toutain. Housing  and Residential Life Staff, along with Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman and Lepley, worked closely 
with the project architects and designers to create the final plans.
The College still has to go through a bidding process in May for three to four weeks. Excavation 
will begin following that process. Four houses should be completed by this fall and all nine 
are expected to be done by the fall of 2011.
The Board of Trustees held 
its spring meeting from Thursday, 
April 22, to Saturday, April 24, 
and discussed topics ranging from 
construction to financial issues 
to diversity both at the College 
and on the Board, according to 
President S.  Georg ia  Nug ent. 
“ Th e  m e e ting s  were  [ a b o ut ] 
buckling down and looking at 
the main things,” she said. “How 
do we ensure that this will be a 
sustainable financial model into 
the future?” 
The trustees celebrated the 
success of the “We Are Kenyon: 
The Drive for Excellence” cam-
paign, which has raised $209.1 
million toward the College’s goal 
of $230 million. “I feel … pretty 
confident that we will really make 
the goal of $230 million by the 
end of next year,” Nugent said. On 
Friday, April 23, the trustees, The 
Kenyon Review and the Philander 
Having accomplished much 
of what it was designed to do, the 
Philander Chase Corporation will 
soon downscale its operations, and 
the managing director position, 
now occupied by the soon-to -
retire Doug Givens, will become 
part-time and be filled by current 
Director of Alumni and Parent 
Programs Lisa Schott ’80. 
Schott said she is “deeply hon-
ored” and “very excited” to start 
her new position.
The main duty of the Philan-
der Chase Corporation has been 
to acquire agricultural easements 
on the land surrounding Kenyon 
so that it can never be developed. 
“We have tried to do that so that 
the land around Kenyon is … pro-
tected unto eternity,” President 
S. Georgia Nugent said. “It will 
always be farmland.” 
The corporation started when 
construction began on a trailer 
park on the land from the Kokos-
ing to the future location of the 
Brown Family  Environmenta l 
Center. “That was a wake-up call 
for the College,” Schott said. “The 
land around the College is so valu-
able to the whole experience to 
being here.” Since that time, the 
Corporation has worked to help 
farmers get into Ohio government 
programs to create easements and 
has occasionally bought the land, 
gotten the easements and then sold 
the land to farmers. 
Nugent said much of that orig-
inal goal has been accomplished, so 
now the director position will be 
transitioned to half-time. Nugent 
said she hopes the corporation will 
now work toward a goal of engag-
ing young alumni who are “notori-
ously difficult to involve … with 
the College.” Recent graduates are 
often busy with work or graduate 
school and thus do not often work 
with Kenyon, according to Nugent. 
“Given that this generation of col-—August Steigmeyer
The May 1 deadline for admit-
ted students to notify Kenyon of 
their decisions is approaching, and 
so far, 328 students have submit-
ted deposits. According to Dean of 
Admissions and Financial Aid Jen-
nifer Delahunty, the College’s goal 
is to receive between 475 and 480 
deposits. The 328 students that have 
sent deposits so far are “the most 
that we’ve had at this point since 
the ’90s,” according to Admissions 
Counselor Adrienne Amador ’09. 
As admissions officers await this 
deadline, they are dealing with an 
increased number of issues regard-
ing financial aid and violating early 
decision, Delahunty said.
“There’s a lot of anxiety about 
cost,” Delahunty said. As a result of 
the current state of the economy, “the 
financial situation for many families 
has changed,” she said. According to 
Delahunty, families used to rely on 
their homes as “a kind of ATM,” but 
now “credit isn’t easy to get” and 
“people are very leery of loans.” 
“I would say the vast majority 
of my phone calls this month have 
been about financial aid,” Amador 
said. “Most of them are trying to 
figure out if there’s a way that they 
can receive additional aid, and for 
a lot of these families, it’s the first 
time that the parents are unable to 
give their kids what they want.” She 
said these phone calls are “a time for 
[parents] to vent a little and to feel 
like they’re being heard.” 
According to Delahunty, the 
admissions office has had more finan-
cial aid appeals than ever before, but 
these appeals rarely result in changes 
to financial aid packages. These 
changes only occur if the admissions 
office receives new information, such 
as if a parent loses a job, she said. 
Amador said the College is not 
giving out less money in financial 
aid than it usually does, but “people 
need more money and we don’t have 
the ‘more money’ that they need. 
The Board of Trustees has made the 
financial aid budget a priority for 
next year, and I think over the sum-
mer we’re going to reexamine our 
financial aid policy to see if there’s 
something more that we can do for 
families.” 
Delahunty also said the num-
ber of admitted students deciding 
to attend Ivy League schools has 
increased this year. “I am stunned by 
the number of kids laboring over the 
decision between Kenyon and yale 
and Brown and Columbia,” she said. 
Kenyon has “captured the attention” 
of students looking at Ivy League 
schools in the past, but this overlap 
has “never been more apparent to me 
than this year,” Delahunty said. 
Some students who have been 
admitted at Kenyon and Ivy League 
schools are choosing the latter 
because “they’re going to have to 
pay a lot of money for school either 
way,” Amador said.  yet there have 
also been a “decent number” of stu-
dents choosing Kenyon over the Ivy 
League, she said.
Delahunty said she has also seen 
more students violate early decision 
than ever before in her seven years 
working in the Kenyon admissions 
office. So far this year, five students 
who applied early decision at Ken-
yon — a binding agreement — and 
submitted deposits have notified 
the College that they will be at-
tending other schools, according to 
Delahunty. She said that according 
to the regulations of the National 
Association for College Admissions 
Counseling, schools are required to 
rescind offers of admission when 
students violate early decision. 
Delahunty said she notified all five 
students’ other schools, but none of 
them rescinded offers of admission. 
“One school did explain and, on a 
technicality, said they would keep 
their offer active,” she said. “I didn’t 
hear from any of the others.”
In the past, Delahunty said, stu-
dents have asked to be released from 
early decision, but she has never seen 
early decision students keep active 
applications at Kenyon while having 
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After 6 Years At Kenyon, An, Baldwin, Heidt, Murphy and Volz Get Tenure
From page 1
her Master’s and Ph.D in biological 
anthropology. From there, she did 
some post-doctoral research with 
African archeology. 
Volz received his undergrad 
B.A. in history at Valpraiso Uni-
versity with minors in German and 
Philosophy. He taught high school 
and worked to get his Master’s de-
gree in teaching from Washington 
University in St. Louis. After he 
earned his Ph.D in history at Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, Madison he 
came to teach at Kenyon.
Heidt graduated from Kenyon 
in 1997 with a degree in English 
and classics.
“I came to Kenyon wanting to 
be an English professor … and I just 
kind of stayed on that goal,” she said. 
She wrote her honors thesis on Mary 
Shelley’s Frankenstein and a novel by 
Shelley’s father, St Leon. She then 
got her Ph.D in Victorian literature 
at Cornell University.
Baldwin graduated from Ke-
nyon in 1984 and returned with 
his wife, Wendy MacLeod, in 1990 
when she received a position in the 
Drama Department. 
Why Kenyon?
In her second year out of gradu-
ate school, Heidt said she “just got 
lucky because there was a job open-
ing” in her field at Kenyon. “I always 
said I wanted to teach at a school like 
Kenyon, but I didn’t actually think 
I’d end up at Kenyon, but I’m very 
happy I’m here. I haven’t seen an 
English department I’d rather work 
in than this one,” she said.
“I think [I] chose Kenyon 
because of my husband’s [Associ-
ate Professor of Anthropology and 
Chair of Anthropology Bruce Hardy] 
experience here as a visiting professor 
and he said they appreciate teachers,” 
Murphy said. “That’s what they want, 
that’s where the focus is. I mean, 
obviously you need to do research to 
improve and inform your teaching, 
but it’s not that common for places to 
really focus on having good teachers. 
For people who love to teach, that’s a 
real dreamlike situation. It’s just such a 
wonderful thing to be at an institution 
like Kenyon.” 
“It was more Kenyon chose me,” 
said Volz, who started out as a one-
year visitor as Kenyon conducted a 
search for a tenure-track replacement 
for the previous African history pro-
fessor. “I put my name in the hat, got 
a foot in the door and thankfully got 
the position,” he said. “When I was in 
grad school I was really hoping to end 
up at a liberal arts college.” Volz said 
he like Kenyon because of the oppor-
tunities to do research and the quality 
of the students. Kenyon also offered 
Volz the possibility of teaching only 
African history classes, something 
other liberal arts schools did not offer 
him. “It’s given me opportunities to 
develop new classes,” he said. “I think 
it’s helped me grow as a teacher and 
as a scholar.”
Inspirations
Volz said his father was the main 
reason that he developed an interest 
in history. When he was eight years 
old, Volz traveled to England with his 
father, a history professor, and still has 
fond memories of his family of seven 
travelling around in a VW camper, 
stopping at virtually every ruin and 
castle and cathedral they came across. 
“My dad would give us a personal tour 
of these ruins,” he said. “From a very 
early age, history has always been a 
very real, tangible thing [for me].” 
Volz’s interest in African his-
tory began when he was stationed in 
Botswana with the Peace Corps after 
he finished his undergraduate degree. 
“That’s what really set the stage for a 
lifetime interest in Africa because it 
was such an eye-opening experience,” 
he said. 
“I have drawn and painted ever 
since the time I made an elaborate 
dragon mural in the third grade,” 
Baldwin said. “Art was then as it is 
now the thing that truly sustains 
me.” 
Murphy said she has always had 
“a love for history and a love for the 
past. When I started taking anthro-
pology classes as an undergrad, I real-
ized that here was a discipline where I 
could incorporate so many of my in-
terests and didn’t have to compromise, 
in a sense, so I could bring my passion 
for sciences and looking at issues of 
diet and health … while dealing with 
people [and] being able to include the 
aspects of people’s history and trying 
to understand looking at problems 
that span huge lengths of time.” 
Heidt said she always thinks 
back to her parents because her mom 
is a second-grade schoolteacher, and 
she was the one who told Heidt 
she should teach in college, not in 
public school. “My father, who is not 
nominally a teacher, has always done 
an incredible amount of teaching 
work on his job,” she said. “I grew up 
watching them teaching people how 
to do things.”
Heidt said she also had a set of 
“really wonderful teachers” including 
Bill McCullough always told her to 
keep things simple, Deborah Laycock, 
Jim Carson and Roy Wortman. Kim 
McMullen, Adele Davidson, Deborah 
Laycock taught her “all sorts of things 
that I use shamelessly in the classroom 
now. I could pretty much name-check 
the whole English Department and 
that’s one of the reasons it’s so great to 
be in this department. It’s not a com-
petitive department, everyone really is 
working with everyone else.”
Favorite Hobbies
Heidt said she enjoys reading 
and taking pictures. “I’m often pho-
tographing something.” She also plays 
the piano but said she has not had as 
much time to practice this year as she 
has wanted to.
Volz said he likes to play soccer 
with intramural teams at Kenyon 
whenever he can. He also enjoys 
riding his bike on the Kokosing Gap 
Trail. 
“I like to read when I have time, 
lots of sci-fi and fantasy, things like 
that,” Murphy said. “I like to knit 
and sew, I come from a long line of 
seamstresses. So maybe someday I’ll 
be able to get back to doing some of 
those things. We have a three-year-
old and a seven-year-old, so there’s 
lots of stuff going on all the time. 
That’s the thing about living in a com-
munity like this is that the students 
want to know about your kids – it’s 
a very close-knit community so it’s a 
very family-friendly place.”
Fond Teaching Memories
Baldwin said helping students 
find the same passion for art he has 
is the best part of the job. “It is the 
essence after all of why we teach.” 
“The second year that I taught 
in the KEEP program I was teaching 
with Ivonne Garcia … co-teaching 
Toni Morrison’s Beloved, and we 
got to a point where we were argu-
ing about it [in front of the class],” 
said Heidt. “Each professor went 
through the book, finding textual 
evidence for their viewpoints. “The 
twelve students in the class were like, 
‘whatttt.’
“The summer teaching I’ve done 
with the KEEP program has been full 
of really intense moments,” she said. 
“There was a moment when one of 
my students one summer was like, 
‘Oh, I understand!’ and it was almost 
like literally a light popped on over 
her head and away she went.” 
Volz said he does not have any 
particularly fond teaching memories 
but said he is always trying to foster 
an interest in African history in 
Kenyon students. “It’s always grati-
fying when students go abroad for a 
semester in Africa,” he said.
Next on their Academic 
Calendar
Volz said he is looking forward 
to teaching his seminar in modern 
South Africa in the fall, which is a 
personal area of expertise for him. 
He said he has also been talking 
with Vernon Schubel, the NEH 
distinguished teaching professor of 
religious studies, about starting a 
class about Islam in Africa which can 
contribute to the Islamic civilizations 
concentration. 
Next year Heidt will run the 
honors program, which is “a big deal 
in terms of going out on a different 
kind of limb than I’ve been out on,” 
she said. She will also be running the 
Exeter program the year after that and 
then she has a sabbatical the follow-
ing year. When she comes back, she 
said, “it’s possible that I’ll be revamp-
ing some old classes but bringing in 
some new classes.”
“I always teach the Anthropol-
ogy of Food in the fall, which I love,” 
Murphy said. “It’s a class that allows 
you to take that sort of broad, holistic 
approach within anthropology and 
sort of look at food through all sorts 
of different perspectives. She said she 
is also thinking about possibly doing 
an Anthropology of Feminism class 
at some point in the future. “I kind 
of have to gear up and do some back-
ground with that,” she said. 
Summer Plans
“We’re thinking my husband’s 
just going to go [to Europe] to con-
duct some research with some folks 
in Germany over there annd I get to 
stay here, but that’ll be fun, catch up 
with all of my hobbies and activities 
around the house and just sort of 
revitalize,” Murphy said.
“I am looking forward to a 
summer of painting and planning 
my new special topics class called 
Contemporary Art for Artists that 
will include theoretical discussions 
and presentations as well as art-mak-
ing,” Baldwin. 
“The highlight of my summer 
will be visiting South Africa for first 
two weeks,” said Volz who got tickets 
to the U.S. vs. England soccer match 
in Botwsana. Being a soccer fan, 
Volz said he is particularly excited 
about his. He also has a book that he 
is contracted to finish by the end of 
the summer. 
Heidt will be teaching in the 
KEEP program again in June and 
early July. She will also be running a 
seminar for other faculty called Writ-
ing at Kenyon. It is an interdisciplin-
ary and cross-disciplinary discussion 
of how writing is taught at Kenyon 
and how to strengthen it.  Heidt will 
also be going to a photography retreat 
in Oregon and visiting the plot of 
land that her parents have bought to 
retire to in North Carolina and going 
to the wedding of a former student. 
Galina An could not be reached 
for comment. 
Galina An
Economics
Read Baldwin
Art
Sarah Heidt
English
Kimmarie Murphy
Anthropology
Stephen Volz
History
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Freaky Wednesday: President for a Day
 Early morning on Wednesday, April 
14, while I swiveled in my chair behind a 
highly organized ebony desk, surrounded 
by books and classical artwork, I wondered 
what the day might hold for me as the one-
day-only president of Kenyon College. As I 
wrote in my application, President S. Geor-
gia Nugent is a campus celebrity, but unlike 
some of our other pop icons, she and her oc-
cupation remain, to some extent, an enigma. 
It was my goal to spend my day uncovering 
as many mysteries as I possibly could about 
the role of the president of Kenyon. 
I was roused from my musings by a 
knock on the door and an official-sounding 
“President Wilhelm, your 9:00 a.m. appoint-
ment is here to see you. Are you ready?” I am 
not sure one could possibly be completely 
ready for this “Freaky Friday” switch, but I 
was excited, and this was my chance to meet 
some of the people responsible for mak-
ing Kenyon incredible. Mustering up my 
most formal 
handshake, I 
g re ete d  the 
f i r s t  o f  th e 
many remark-
able  p e ople 
I  would en-
counter that 
day.
I  s p e n t 
my day with 
t h e  s e n i o r 
s t a f f  t h a t 
m e e t s  w i t h 
P r e s i d e n t 
Nugent on a 
weekly basis. 
This includ-
ed ever yone 
from the pro-
vost and dean 
of students to 
the vice presidents of finance and college 
relations. Most of the people I talked with 
were gearing up for their presentations to 
the Board of Trustees this week, so I got an 
inside look at what important issues would 
be discussed.  I heard about plans to enrich 
the Kenyon curriculum and to develop new 
space in the library, as well as how Kenyon 
is investing , budgeting and fundraising to 
ensure its future as an institution.  
I was also faced with two fictional, 
though entirely plausible, crises to tackle 
during the day. First, part of the president’s 
SWAT team (the people called to meet in 
an emergency) informed me that there was 
a norovirus outbreak on campus, with 125 
students ill. Later that day, the Chair of the 
Faculty Jeffrey Bowman told me that there 
was a revered professor on campus who had 
faked his or her Ph.D. My initial response 
to both incidents was shock — how was I 
supposed to stop the spread of an infectious 
disease and deal with an imposter professor? 
The SWAT team and Bowman took the situ-
ations completely seriously and expected 
me to come up with a real solution. I had a 
great time playing out different scenarios, 
but ultimately felt the pressure of being 
expected to make a final decision, knowing 
that any missteps would affect the whole 
college.  Fortunately, I think I avoided any 
major mishaps and Kenyon and I both lived 
to tell the tale.
At the end of the day, I was asked to 
give some public remarks on the current 
financial state of the College and to cel-
ebrate Kenyon’s 40th year of maintaining 
a balanced budget.  I spent the whole day 
collecting information; Teri Blanchard 
and Joe Nelson from the finance depart-
ment were my greatest help and source 
of information, though I did not always 
completely understand what they were 
saying. Many of the people I met during 
the day were supportive of my attempts to 
be presidential, and I greatly appreciated 
their patience with my lack of expertise in 
financial and administrative affairs.
I learned an incredible number of 
things during my day as president. My 
greatest revelation was that, as a student, 
it is easy to get caught up in one’s own 
personal view of Kenyon. We forget that 
there are people we may not ever encounter 
during our entire four years here who are 
striving to make attending this school a 
wonderful opportunity for everyone and 
ma ke  sure 
t h a t  Ke n -
yon contin-
ues to be a 
su c c e ss f u l 
liberal arts 
c o l l e g e . 
T h e  p e o -
p l e  I  m e t 
w e r e  n o t 
exclusively 
concerned 
with busi-
n e s s ,  a n d 
e a c h  o n e 
e x p r e s s e d 
a  g e nu i n e 
concern for 
the welfare 
of Kenyon 
a n d  i t s 
students. I 
would like to thank all of the wonder-
fully kind and knowledgeable individuals 
I met while I was president. I am confident 
that our college is in very skilled hands 
and I was impressed by the passion and 
joy everyone I encountered had for their 
part in keeping Kenyon a great academic 
institution.
I would especially like to thank Presi-
dent Nugent for giving me this opportu-
nity and for her willingness to try every-
thing I had planned for her as she spent a 
day in my shoes. As president, I was able 
to see first-hand many of the tasks and re-
sponsibilities that accompany the role and 
realize that, as I suspected, she is far more 
than Kenyon’s figurehead. The president 
of Kenyon College is responsible for main-
taining the balance between a multitude 
of bodies of people — students, faculty, 
administration and alumni — while work-
ing constantly to improve the quality of 
the institution as a whole. Luckily, she has 
an extremely talented senior staff working 
alongside her, and I commend them for 
all of the fantastic work they have done 
for Kenyon College. Being president was 
exhausting, and considering that I laughed 
every time at the absurdity of being re-
ferred to as “President Wilhelm,” I think 
it is probably for the best that it was only 
one magnificent day.
My experience as “student for a day” this 
year had an interesting rhythm. On the one 
hand: a pleasant alternation between time in 
class and time spent hanging out with friends. 
On the other hand:  an increasing tempo of 
activities leading me farther and farther from 
my “comfort zone.”  
The day began early with the Senior 
Seminar in Classics.  Since I’m a professor 
of classics — and had even taught a couple 
of students in the class — sitting in on this 
seminar was a return to the kind of classroom 
I know best, studying a very familiar text. 
Students had insightful comments and were 
especially apt in connecting the ancient texts 
to counterparts in our own contemporary 
lives.
Then it was off to MiddleGround, to 
meet with two of Megan’s (girl) friends.  (Lat-
er, I would meet with a group of guy friends.) 
We had a great chat over coffee and tea. Top-
ics of discus-
sion included 
these seniors’ 
research ex-
p e r i e n c e s 
at  Kenyon, 
w h e t h e r 
t h e r e ’ s 
enough em-
phasis  here 
on the teach-
ing of speak-
ing and writ-
ing and just 
general likes 
and dislikes.
F r o m 
M i d d l e -
Ground, we 
walked over 
t o  P e i r c e 
for an early 
lunch, where I joined a very full and very 
lively table of Chamber Singers. Definitely a 
fun crowd. Talk and teasing took all kinds of 
tangents while we also worked communally 
on the day’s New York Times crossword puzzle. 
(My husband and I are pretty fanatical about 
working the Sunday Times crossword togeth-
er, but I never get to it during the week). 
From lunch, we all walked over to Cham-
ber Singers rehearsal:  uh-oh, definitely mov-
ing out of the comfort zone.  The last time I 
sang was in tenth-grade glee club — my vocal 
talent didn’t warrant continuing. Of course, 
I know Doc Locke’s penchant for fun, and I 
knew that he knew I would be in class that day. 
So I was fairly fearful of what he might have 
in store for me. Happily, he let me off easy. I 
found I could actually hang in there among 
the altos without embarrassing myself totally, 
and it was a lot of fun to be a part of the group, 
even practicing the dance movements that go 
along with some of the South African songs 
in their repertoire. The Singers were tremen-
dously welcoming to this non-singer.
Then it was off to a flurry of classes in 
psychology. Here again, not a penchant of 
mine.  As a freshman, I took Psychology 101; 
we called it “rat psych,” and I really wasn’t into 
the dissection of rat brains. Now, not only was 
I attending Professor Dana Krieg’s Develop-
mental Research Methods course — I was 
one of the two presenters for the day! Megan 
had given me the article I had to report on 
and had prepared a PowerPoint, so my hope 
was to be able to “channel” her effectively. 
Before class began, students were chatting 
and… working on the crossword puzzle! 
Great, I figured — I’ve actually got a head 
start on that! Class went fine (I think), and 
once again everybody was really good-willed 
about my participation in class.  
Immediately following that class, I 
moved to another psych course, Educational 
Psychology with Professor Andrea White. 
This was a lecture class, and the day’s topic 
was Asperger’s syndrome. I learned a lot and 
was especially impressed, again, by the way 
in which student questions and observations 
connected the material of the class with 
their own experiences and knowledge from 
outside of the classroom.
Following this class, I was scheduled for 
a one-on-one meeting with Professor White, 
who is advising Megan’s honors research. She 
graciously took the time to explain to me the 
successful research Megan has been carrying 
out on perceptions of individuals with devel-
o p m e n t a l 
and learn-
ing disabili-
ties.
A f t e r 
three back-
t o - b a c k 
c l a s s e s ,  i t 
w a s  t i m e 
for another 
b r e a k  — 
this time, I 
met up with 
t h r e e  o f 
Megan’s guy 
friends for 
ice cream at 
the  Bo ok-
store. It was 
a beautiful, 
sunny day, 
perfect for 
sitting outside Farr Hall and chatting. Again, 
conversation was broad-ranging — philoso-
phy, economics, religion and (again) writing 
and speaking skills at Kenyon.
My last activity of the day was in some 
ways the most daunting — rehearsal with the 
Owl Creeks! The Creeks kindly moved their 
regular nighttime rehearsal to an afternoon 
slot, to accommodate my (non-undergrad) 
schedule. Of course, I didn’t know anything 
about their arrangements, so — although I 
did okay “faking it” in Chamber Singers, 
where there was at least printed music — I 
was helpless in rehearsal where there was no 
printed music or words and lots of idiosyn-
cratic, percussive sound effects (a staple of a 
cappella groups). It was fun, though, to be 
in the center of the sound — a lot different 
from just watching the group as an audience 
member. As I said to them, it felt like being in 
the middle of a human espresso machine.
In some ways, my student-for-a-day ex-
perience came full circle last weekend during 
the meeting of the Trustees.  The Owl Creeks 
performed in a groundbreaking ceremony 
and, amazingly, this time I was able to join 
in singing their song.  
As always, being a student for a day was 
terrific!  Megan designed a fun and chal-
lenging day for me, and I really enjoyed the 
chance to get to meet her and her friends 
and classmates.
Megan Wilhelm ’10 President S. Georgia 
Nugent
Megan Wilhelm ’10 and the Nuge Share Their Experiences on the Other Side of the Fence
courteSy oF MeGaN WilhelM  courteSy oF MeGaN WilhelM
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Victim: Joe Lerangis ’12
Injury: Large infected gash on left knee.
Reason: Hit and run. Lerangis was running on Quarry Chapel Road, cresting a hill while listening to 
some tunes on his iPod. A black pickup truck came from behind and neither the driver nor Lerangis saw 
the other until it was too late. The truck tried to swerve out of the way, but clipped Lerangis with its side-
view mirror and never looked back. Lerangis was knocked to the ground, leg covered in blood. Because 
he did not bring a phone with him, he could not contact anyone, so he ended up walking straight to the 
Health Center. 
Reaction: “It’s just really inconvenient and it gets worse with time.”
First Injury? Lerangis has survived three hit and runs. The other two occurred in New York City. “I thought 
the hit and runs would stop once I left the Bronx, but apparently not,” he said. 
Recovery details: After a misdiagnosis and consequent infection, Lerangis’s knee was not on the fast track 
to recovery. He is currently taking antibiotics and using medicated bandages 
on his knee, and for a few weeks he was on crutches. The doctors could not 
sew up the gash because it was too close to his kneecap.
Hardest adjustments: “I need to allow much more time to get to class, 
and the Ascension stairs are pretty terrible too.”
Perks: To Lerangis, everything is mostly negative. “But it is nice to have 
people dote upon you.”
New Perspectives? “Legs are worth their weight in gold.”
Advice for the injured: “Come up with a ten-second ‘elevator summary’ 
to tell everyone, because you won’t want to stop all of the time explaining 
what happened.”
Victim: Stefanie Couchman ’10
Injury: Torn medial collateral ligament (MCL) and stretched anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) in right 
leg.
Reason: Was participating in an intense game of two-hand touch football at Relay For Life on April 2, 2010. “I 
was feeling pretty mobile before it happened, and had a bunch of endorphins. When I went up for an end-zone 
catch, I slammed into another player and he landed on my leg,” she said. Although her knee hurt, Couchman 
stayed throughout the rest of Relay and remained mobile by getting pushed around on a cart. 
Reaction: “My knee-jerk reaction was to laugh it off, you know, to release the tension. I was in denial for a 
while. Needless to say, my friendship with the guy who landed on my knee is severed, like a tendon in a leg.” 
First Injury? Yes. 
Recovery details: Must go to the training room every day and perform exercises to increase her range 
of motion. She was also told that she must not get “too crazy” when dancing on the weekends, something 
she loves to do. “I’m keeping to a V.I. level, and not so much Cove,” she said. 
Couchman used crutches for a while and must wear her brace for a total of 
six weeks. She said she is hoping that surgery will not be needed.
Hardest adjustments: “Having to rely on everyone else, and being okay 
with it.”
Perks: Getting a tray on Trayless Tuesdays.
New Perspectives? “I’ve gained a really strong appreciation for anyone who 
has had to deal with an injury before, especially during a season.” 
Advice for the injured: “When in doubt, nub it out.” Translation: whenever 
a door is closing in front of you, just stick your crutch nub out to catch it and 
make it through before it’s too late. 
This spring, Kenyon students may be catching glimpses of gleaming pairs of crutches in the sunlight and hearing the rumbling of golf carts on Middle Path. There have 
been a surprising number of injured students at Kenyon this spring. These are their stories.
Victim: Lindsay Stevens ’10
Injury: Broken tibia and fibula on left leg. 
Reason: Her first day of the Chambers Singers tour, the group de-
cided to take a “let’s-jump-in-the-air-on-the-count-of-three” picture. 
Stevens had the idea to run and jump in front of the group… but so did 
someone else. They collided and the bone broke through her skin. 
Feelings: “I was in total shock. I remember picking up my leg and 
seeing half of it flop down.”
First Injury? Yes. 
Recovery details: The accident happened six weeks ago and things 
are going well. The surgery left her with a scar made by 26 stitches, 
16 of which were staples.  She is slowly putting weight on her leg now but will need another four 
months of wearing the infamous boot, plus a few more weeks on crutches. 
Hardest adjustments: “It’s the little things, like not being able to carry anything. Also, the crutches 
slip on the wet floors during rainy days.”
Perks: According to Stevens, this is the first time in her life she has ever had arm strength. “I also 
like my scar. Plus, people pay attention and are nice to me all the time.” 
New Perspectives? “I now appreciate the ability to be independent. It is a privilege to be mo-
bile.”
Advice for the injured: “Talk to Erin Salva: she was helpful getting everything arranged. Always 
ask, because people are accommodating.” 
Victim: Blair MacDonald ’12
Injury: Broken right ankle.
Reason: Slipped on ice the morning of the random blizzard that happened 
the week after spring break. MacDonald was coming out of class and fell 
in the Ascension parking lot, sliding into a parked car. 
Reaction: “I was really, really upset about it and was in utter pain.” Un-
fortunately, due to her surgery, MacDonald had to miss performing in 
the Owl Creeks spring concert. The group, however, recorded a video 
of her version of “Bad Romance” by Lady Gaga and played it as the 
concert’s opener. 
First Injury? At Kenyon? Yes. In her life? This is her seventh broken 
bone. Yes, seventh. 
Recovery details: MacDonald has already had surgery for her left ankle, during which a metal plate and 
ten screws were placed inside of her leg. She will be on crutches for around six weeks, three in a splint 
and three in a cast.
Hardest adjustments: Peirce. “I was used to going there all of the time, but trying to get around there, 
my arms and shoulders felt like they were going to fall out of their sockets.” 
Perks: Using the golf cart, even though other students stare sometimes. 
New Perspectives? “We take for granted the ability to do simple tasks like walk up stairs and open 
doors.”
Advice for the injured: “Safety and Security is there to help, so don’t be afraid to ask for assistance.”
South Carolina Virginia South Carolina Virginia
Apollo 11 X-wing
Cubism
South Carolina
Challenger
Total Correct Three Three Two Three
Challenger Challenger
Cubism
Soviet Union Japan Soviet Union
What was the first 
state to secede from the 
Union? 
Sally Ride became the 
U.S.’s  first woman in space 
aboard which orbiter? 
Picasso is most 
associated with which art
 movement? 
Vs
By Rachael 
Greenberg
Which peoples invented 
the sport of lacrosse?  Native AmericansNative Americans Native Americans French French
Gambier 
Grillin’
Totals so far:
Students: 38.5
Faculty: 37
Students Fac/StaffRuth DunnellProfessor of Asian HistoryKevin Kristensen ’10Natalie Hession ’13and Remy Bernstein ’13
Jim Huang
Bookstore Manager
Which country had the 
most casualties in WWII? 
Japan
Cubism Impressionism Cubism
Soviet Union
Kenyon’s Most Injured: Campus on Crutches
—Laura Goehrke
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Paid Advertisement
lasted six or seven seconds, and I 
was carried down the river for an-
other ten before I could slow down. 
Sure, I couldn’t find much time to 
breathe fresh air, and it took me 
a good ten minutes to swim back 
against the current. But it’s true: 
I would have deeply regretted it if 
I hadn’t “manned up” and taken a 
much-needed risk.
A country like New Zealand has 
such a thriving adventure culture that 
it’s almost impossible to avoid taking 
these risks. The Kiwis (New 
Zealanders) I have met 
around Uni (University of 
Auckland) spend a great 
deal of time experiencing 
the outdoors, a pastime 
that Americans do not 
get to experience quite as 
much, partly because of 
geographical differences, 
but also because of culture. 
Many weekends here are 
spent on road trips to the 
geysers of Rotorua, camp-
ing across the North Island, 
beaching and wind surfing, 
kayaking in nearby lakes 
and “tramping” (hiking ) 
across small islands and mountains. 
In fact, Uni devotes half a dozen 
societies to extreme sports, including 
Rock Climbing, Surfing, Tramping, 
and Canoe Clubs.*
Now, I come from a family that 
likes to conserve money and takes 
sparse vacations.  There isn’t a longing 
to go tramping across the rolling hills 
of Ohio during the semester when 
there is campus life to enjoy.  Living 
in a foreign country that prides itself 
on a love of the outdoors, however, 
has made me realize how important 
it is to truly experience the country 
that we live in. So the roadie takes 
gasoline and the camping equipment 
takes funds. The plane trip is long 
and the motels are more costly than 
staying in the dorms. But how many 
of the 50 states can you claim to have 
visited? How many far-off towns, 
camping sites and natural parks have 
you scoped out? I’m embarrassed 
to admit it myself — most Ameri-
“C’mon, it’s our turn,” he says with a 
baritone German accent.
“I don’t think I can do this. No, 
seriously. We just kayaked that, it’s 
not for swimming.”
“No, we’re going.  I’m doing it 
with you.”
“I know I’ll regret it if I don’t, 
yeah, but I don’t know...”
“Wasting time, just jump. On 
three.” He takes my hand and we step 
towards the edge of the rock.  My face 
breaks out into one of those obnox-
ious nervous smiles as I stare at the 
water eight feet below us. I check the 
clips on my life jacket and helmet and 
take his hand again. We count.
“One, two, three.”
The trick is to compose yourself 
like a turtle stuck on its back. You 
bend your legs and keep your feet 
ahead of you, not underneath you, 
so that your foot doesn’t snag a rock 
and pull you under. You hold your 
arms near your sides to steer your 
way through the rapids. You always 
face ahead so you can ready yourself 
for the next wave. And you never 
forget to breathe whenever you find 
a chance.
It was short; the swim only 
BY MeRedITH TYMA
Guest Writer
courtesy oF meredith tymatyma hikes a path in New Zealand.
“Nah, it’s too fast.” 
“Hell no, way deep for me.” 
“Man the f*** up and jump!” 
I hear these complaints and war 
cries from all angles and in various 
languages. The pained and some-
times maniacal facial expressions 
are camera-worthy. I climb onto 
the rock and lean over the edge, 
fixing my eyes on the violent rapids 
through which we had kayaked only 
minutes ago (correction: attempted 
to kayak). Just a Class IV on a diffi-
culty scale of VI — “I” being a breezy 
cruise on a summer day and “VI” 
being a first-class joyride of death. 
No big deal.
I am not sure how long I stood 
on the rock above New Zealand’s 
longest river, watching bodies fling 
themselves into the rapids. Heights, 
I love. Speed, I enjoy too much. But 
the minor issue of not having oxygen 
available at any moment is terrify-
ing. This is why I joined Auckland’s 
Canoe Club.
The hand on my forearm breaks 
my gaze and I look up at its owner. 
cans probably haven’t even traveled 
through half of their own country. 
I haven’t even begun to appreciate 
most of what non-Kenyon Ohio 
could (possibly) offer. 
So I challenge you, people of 
Kenyon, to reserve just one day, 
maybe even a few hours, to go ex-
ploring and take that much-needed 
break from your final studies. Roadie 
down to that Creation Museum in 
Kentucky. Hike around the water-
falls that are speckled throughout 
mid-Ohio. Go play with llamas at 
the nearby farm for 20 minutes. That 
is, if we can take the time to bust out 
of our end-of-year routines, prick the 
walls of our personal bubbles and 
explore something outside of our 
comfort zones.
*Note to Kenyon Student Ac-
tivities Board: other very important 
Uni societies include dessert Club, 
Meat Club and Wine Tasting Club.
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S en i or  Ken  No g u c h i  ha s 
been a social-justice superstar 
this year. He personally coordi-
nated several of Kenyon’s post-
earthquake relief initiatives for 
Haiti earlier this semester, and 
now he is single-handedly spear-
heading S o cia l  Justice  We ek , 
having taken over from a 2009 
graduate who organized the week 
as part of her comps for 
a synoptic major in social 
justice.
Ken’s motivation is 
l au d a b l e  a n d  th e  f a c t 
that his events have had 
the success they’ve had 
is impressive. But despite 
the efforts  of  Ken and 
the students and student 
organizations who have 
partnered with him, many 
e vents  th i s  we e k  have 
b e en  p o orly  attende d . 
Wednesday night’s movie, Fresh, 
played to a very sparsely seated 
Higley Auditorium, and under 
ten pe ople  showe d up to the 
f a sc inating  lunchtime p anels 
on development and environ-
mental justice.  A small  group 
discussion on the Peirce Lounge 
couches can be more engaging 
than a lecture given to a large 
and crowded room, but the low 
attendance meant that most Ke-
nyon students missed out on a 
great opportunity to hear fellow 
students’  personal stories and 
opinions on some of today’s most 
pressing g lobal issues.  This is 
no fault of Social Justice Week’s 
p lanners .  When one  student 
puts together a loose coalition 
of friends, acquaintances, and 
student organizations, the small 
scale necessarily restricts possi-
bilities. So much more could be 
done if Social Justice Week were 
a campus-wide effort.
Here’s  a  vision for Socia l 
Justice Weeks of future years: the 
Bookstore has a front-and-center 
display of fa ir-trade products 
and books about social justice, 
like its display during the recent 
Week of Sustainability. Student 
Lectureships brings in a speaker. 
The Greek Day of Service (which 
happens this time of year anyway) 
offers volunteers local options re-
lated to social justice. Professors 
incorporate social justice — a 
broad concept that easily can be 
connected to religion, environ-
mental studies, history, political 
science, sociolog y, etc. — into 
their lesson plans. Advertising , 
supported by the administration 
and numerous student organi-
zations, is more sustained and 
far-reaching. We at the Collegian 
hope to see the important topic 
of social justice more fully inte-
grated into life at Kenyon, and 
one dedicated week in the spring 
is a great place to start.
The increased fo-
cuses on the Middle 
East and on envi-
ronmentalism are 
exciting develop-
ments in Kenyon’s 
institutional life.
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Hats Off to 
Ken, But Step 
It Up Kenyon
This is the time of year that 
graduating editors-in-chief of the 
Collegian lament the lost Kenyon 
they loved as first years: Middle 
Path without cell phones, dorms 
that never lock,  students who 
were universally easygoing. They 
write to warn Kenyon of where it 
has gone wrong and, with varying 
degrees of affection, to coax it back 
to its old ways.
That would not be a difficult 
editorial to write. Those of you 
who know me know that I could 
easily write 400 words on Kenyon’s 
flaws. But I am not going to do that. 
Instead, I’m going to congratulate 
Kenyon for 
some of the 
things it has 
done right in 
recent years 
and suggest 
ways to keep 
i t  o n  t h e 
right track. 
In  t h e 
last three se-
mesters, Kenyon has shown a huge 
burst of interest in the Middle East 
and a commitment to educating 
students about it. In the spring of 
2009, a few students founded the 
Middle East Student Association 
(MESA), and since then the group 
has been bringing speakers and mu-
sicians to campus and putting out 
an excellent journal. Last semester, 
the administration approved an 
Islamic Civilizations concentra-
tion. This semester, J Street U has 
put on seven well-attended edu-
cational events. 
This  we ek and 
last ,  the search 
c o mm i t t e e  f o r 
a  p o std o c tora l 
fellow in Arabic 
has been review-
ing candidates in 
hopes of hiring 
s o m e o n e  f u l l -
time for Kenyon. 
(For full disclo-
sure, I’m involved 
in all of the above 
except for the concentration, which 
is not offered until next year.)
It is so encouraging to see 
Kenyon taking a greater interest 
in a region of the world that is so 
very important in contemporary 
politics. There is one major lacuna 
in this area, however: Kenyon has 
no professor who 
specia l izes in the 
Middle East. It is 
not fair to students 
or the professor to 
have a Central Asia 
specialist be con-
sidered the de facto 
campus expert on 
the  Middle  Ea st . 
If the administra-
tion wants to show a continued 
commitment to learning about 
the Middle East, it must hire a 
professor exclusively for Middle 
East classes. 
Another movement that has 
made huge strides on campus in 
The Kenyon 
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recent years is  environmental-
ism. Both ECO and PEAS are far 
more established and active than 
they seemed to be my first year, 
and their efforts to involve the 
entire campus in fun, engaging 
events — Sustainability Week, Free 
St o r e s ,  l o c a l 
foods brunch-
es  — are im-
pressively suc-
cessful.  AVI’s 
c o mm i tm e n t 
to local foods 
i s  ver y  much 
appreciated by 
any Peirce-goer 
who stops to 
t h i n k  a b o u t 
i t .  A n d  t h e 
a d m i n i s t r a -
tion has made moves toward sus-
tainability : it  recently hired a 
sustainability coordinator and 
began to plan an environmental 
management system to meet EPA 
standards, and it has committed 
to constructing new housing to be 
LEED-certified. The next step, of 
course, is reducing and eventually 
eliminating Kenyon’s reliance on 
coal, an incredibly destructive and, 
on many levels, unhealthy energy 
source. 
The increased focuses on the 
Middle East and on environmen-
talism are exciting and laudable 
developments in Kenyon’s insti-
tutional life. I sincerely hope that 
students and the administration 
continue to pursue initiatives in 
both fields and that when my class-
mates and I come back to Kenyon 
for reunions we will be proud to 
see the college we love continuing 
to evolve and reflect contemporary 
concerns.
Keep Moving Forward, Kenyon
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Those of  you who 
know me know that 
I could easily write 
400 words on Ken-
yon’s flaws.
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Greeks Combat 
Sexual Assault
In a fall issue of last year’s 
Collegian, an independent student 
wrote an article entitled “Rape: 
Fraternities at Fault,” which caused 
a subsequent rift in the student 
body because of 
the article’s nu-
merous negative 
cla ims ag ainst 
the Greek com-
munity. Fraterni-
ties were directly 
accused of exces-
sive acts of sexual 
misconduct and 
sororities were 
inappropriately 
described as be-
ing used solely to 
“justify the pres-
ence of fraterni-
ties” at Kenyon.
As an active 
member of the 
Epsi lon Delta 
Mu sorority,  I 
felt that it would be best to take 
a proactive stance against the 
article and the ensuing campus-
wide discussion. Last semester, my 
organization sat down to meet with 
Kenyon’s Sexual Misconduct Advi-
sors, students in the community 
who work as resources for students 
who have been victims of sexual 
misconduct. They explained to us 
the College’s consent policy and 
the misconceptions of sexual safety 
here at Kenyon. After meeting with 
the advisors, I realized that these 
meetings should be mandatory for 
all Greek organizations on campus, 
specifically the pledges of each or-
ganization, to create an improved 
Greek culture of sexual awareness.
With Greek Council, I created 
a sexual misconduct education pro-
gram for all spring semester Greek 
pledges on campus. Pledges from 
every organization met with Sexual 
Misconduct Advisors to discuss 
Kenyon’s consent policy, explain re-
sources for those who have become 
victims and define sexual assault. 
The “Rape: Fraternities at Fault” 
article accurately explained that 
Greeks throw the vast majority of 
parties on campus, so we wanted 
the program to help pledges iden-
tify ways of pre-
venting assault, 
especially at large 
parties predomi-
na ntl y  f un d e d 
and organized by 
the Greek com-
munity.
O n e  g o a l 
of the program 
was to improve 
the campus-wide 
c ommun it y  by 
stressing Greek 
a c c o unta b i l i t y 
here at Kenyon. 
Creating sexual 
misconduct in-
formation ses-
sions for all in-
coming members 
of the Greek community helped 
strengthen the importance of up-
holding the values and moral ob-
ligations that each organization 
lives by. This program helped open 
an immensely positive dialogue 
between the Sexual Misconduct 
Advisors and the Greek commu-
nity about the necessity of a safer 
social experience. Greek Council 
has decided to make the program a 
permanent addition to the annual 
pledge education process, and the 
formation of a similar program for 
club and varsity sports teams is cur-
rently underway. 
After revoking Nick Griffin’s 
invitation to  spea k here  back 
in February, many students and 
faculty began endlessly patting 
themselves on the back for defend-
ing the “tolerance” and “respect” 
that are so valued by our “fragile” 
“community.” You need not be 
reminded of Griffin’s impeccable 
credentials as a hate-monger and 
Holocaust denier. What everyone 
should be reminded is that weak-
ness overtook confidence when he 
was shunned for “safety reasons.” 
(As one of my professors snick-
ered, “Really, they’re afraid that 
Kenyon students pose a violent 
threat?”)
Meanwhile, South Park writ-
ers Matt Stone and Trey Parker 
earned death threats from radi-
cal Islamist elements when they 
depicted the Prophet Moham-
med on their show. They didn’t 
even offer a g limpse of him in 
the flesh — only disguised in an 
oversized bear costume. Despite 
the long list of Islam critics who 
have been physically endangered 
— Salman Rushdie (forced into 
hiding for years),  Ayaan Hirsi 
Ali (personal bodyguard), Geert 
Wilders (banned from the UK 
for  months) ,  The o Van G og h 
(murdered) — Stone and Parker 
looked the cultural taboo square 
in the eye and did not blink.
By not blinking, they chanced 
to see clearly what was at stake: 
freedom of expression, an irre-
placeable cornerstone of liberal 
democracy. How solvent is our 
society if we can’t really say how 
we feel ,  or see what others re-
ally think? By extension, an idea 
is only as strong as its support, 
BY EMILY RAPP
Guest Columnist
and support is best offered by 
individuals, not by autocratic or 
theological authority that hedges 
its bets by eschewing human rights 
for “sensitivity.”
What’s more, the battle of 
ideas is won out in the open. If 
Nick Griffin’s thoughts about gays 
or Jews are so clearly ridiculous, 
then why weren’t 
students chomp-
ing at the bit to 
handily confront 
this bigot with 
cold, unyielding 
f acts ?  Instead , 
the powers that 
be chose to ca-
pitulate  to the 
P C  g o d s  a n d 
si lence one in-
c end iar y  f rea k 
so that they might defend the un-
derpinnings of a liberal education. 
They’re tr ying to “protect” us, 
but in life beyond this “bubble” 
of a “community,” there exists no 
right to not be offended, and we’d 
be better served if taught how to 
handle ourselves in such an envi-
ronment.
The South Park  example is 
important for the Kenyon com-
munity to understand because it’s 
an opportunity we missed when 
N i c k  G r i f f i n 
was uninvited. 
If we don’t want 
to confront un-
comfortable is-
s u e s ,  th en  w e 
should disband 
this liberal arts 
c o l l e g e  a n d 
strike the first 
a m e n d m e n t 
from the Bill of 
Rights. Both ex-
ist to broaden our understanding 
by investigating life’s unknowns. 
And isn’t life all about discovering 
the unknown?
Tickle Me Jell-O by Bob Dorff Tummy Sticks by Gracie Gardner
Creating sexual mis-
conduct information 
sessions for all in-
coming members of  
the Greek communi-
ty helped strengthen 
the importance of  
upholding the val-
ues each organization 
lives by.
It’s a gay sex machina.
BY ALExANDER VARIANO
Guest Columnist
South Park Braver Than Kenyon
Jackalopes by Nick Nazmi
If  we don’t want to 
confront uncomfort-
able issues, then we 
should disband this 
liberal arts college 
and strike the first 
amendment.
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KFS Preview
KFM Preview
by Sarah FriedMan &      
Kali GreFF
Editors-in-Chief
—Miles Purinton
OUR FINAL FILM SCREENING OF THE YEAR ... SAD TIMES 
Friday, April 30 — The Color of Money
      What better way to end the year than with The Color of Money, the film that won Paul newman ’49, one of Kenyon’s most 
famous alums, the academy award? The Color of Money is the sequel to another noted newman film, The Hustler. newman 
reprises his role as pool shark Fast eddie Felson. directed by Martin Scorcese, the film was a critical hit and features performances 
by Tom Cruise, Mary elizabeth Mastrantonio, Forest Whitaker and John Turturro.
To celebrate our year of films, KFS will be hosting a dVd giveaway before the screening. Come and try to snag copies of several great 
films we have shown throughout the year — the featured dVd is Slumdog Millionaire, and who wouldn’t want a copy of that?
So, come join us at the KaC Theater at 7:30 p.m. this Friday to view this wonderful film.  The screening is open to anyone and 
completely free.
The Kenyon Collegian: When did 
you get started writing? Which came 
first, acting or writing?
Josh Radnor: i wrote at Kenyon, 
certainly. i took [Writer-in-residence 
P.F.] Kluge’s fiction-writing class; i took 
a playwriting class with [Playwright-in-
residence/Professor of drama] Wendy 
[Macleod]. i felt like i really came alive 
as a writer when i went to the national 
Theatre institute at the O’neill in Con-
necticut where i did my spring semester 
abroad. We had playwriting and the 
teacher, who was a playwright named 
donna dinovelli, really took to my 
writing. She was one of the first people 
that said, ‘keep writing, keep writing, 
keep writing.’
i’ve realized looking back, a big 
part of my Kenyon growing into myself 
as a writer here was doing Fools on the 
hill, not least of which because … the 
rules of improvisation are good, useful 
for a writer. i don’t know if they still do 
it, but  half our stuff was sketch comedy 
that we wrote and rehearsed. So myself 
and another Fool, who’s still a very good 
friend of mine, named Kip Conlon 
[’96], we wrote the bulk of the sketches 
for three years. and writing comedy, a 
well-crafted comedy scene, is like a well-
crafted ‘scene-scene.’ you’ve got to have 
all the elements. 
i never took a screenwriting class, 
but i feel like i’ve seen enough movies 
and digested enough cinematic vocabu-
lary that you kind of figure out, ‘okay 
this will work,’ or ‘it will work better 
this way.’ Mostly i’ve taught myself by 
doing, pretty much.  and when i was 
unemployed as an actor when i was 
first out of grad school i started writing 
short stories, which i was very serious 
about, but i found i was always look-
ing forward to writing dialogue.  So i 
thought ‘why don’t i write a screenplay?’ 
My first screenplay was called The Adult-
hood Project, and my agent got it out to 
a bunch of producers and i had some 
really lovely meetings. it was kind of a 
great writing sample. no one said, ‘here’s 
some money, let’s make this.’ it was a little 
chatty, as first screenplays generally are. 
Then i wrote about a third of another 
screenplay, and then during the first two 
seasons of How I Met Your Mother i 
started writing this [Happythankyo-
umoreplease]. 
TKC: you didn’t originally plan 
to direct this movie. What made you 
decide to do it?
JR: i initially wrote it to write 
myself a great film role. i just thought, i 
have a sense of what i can do really well 
on screen and i’d like to write something 
that just exploits all that. i started doing 
readings with actors, i did seven or eight 
readings over the years, with really good 
actors that were just people i knew in 
new york and l.a., and i found that 
the tone of the movie was very tricky and 
sometimes really good actors missed it, 
and i also found that as i talked to people 
i could say something before the reading 
that would really help them. So i began to 
feel as the kind of gatekeeper of the tone 
of the movie, which is i think a big part 
of what directing a movie is, i started to 
feel like i was probably the best person to 
do that. … My producer Jesse hara said, 
‘there’s no other person to direct this 
movie than you,’ and i foolishly believed 
him and it all seemed to work out okay. 
TKC: What do you like best, writ-
ing, acting or directing?
JR: Whatever i’m not doing at the 
moment. i loved directing, i really loved 
it. directing myself was not my favorite 
thing, to be the director and actor on 
the same day. When writing is happen-
ing, when it’s working, when the muse is 
cooperating, there’s nothing like it. i love 
that so much. but i think that i really 
need to keep doing all of them because 
if i’m alone with my laptop for too long 
i miss people and i miss interaction. … 
i’m always thinking of ways to get out 
of being an actor because sometimes it 
provokes the worst parts of myself, and so 
i always thought, maybe it’s not a healthy 
way to age. Sometimes i worry about too 
much as an actor, which makes me think 
i have a bit of director dna in me, that 
even as a young actor i was always wor-
ried during tech, like ‘oh are they going 
to fix that light?’ and it had nothing to 
do with me or my part, i just see the big 
picture, i was interested in how it would 
how i Met Josh radnor: alum Speaks on new Movie, life at Kenyon 
all come together.
a perfect day to me is waking up 
and realizing that i don’t have anything 
to do but write. but i also really deeply 
love the collaboration of making a film 
and being on a set, all this manpower and 
technological power rising up to support 
this vision i had for this movie. … it was 
really thrilling to look around set in the 
summer when we were shooting and real-
ize, ‘oh, this is because of my imagination. 
This is because i sat down and wrote this 
thing that all these people are here.’ and 
there’s something great about that.  
TKC: do you have plans for when 
you finish How I Met Your Mother?
JR: no. i mean… no. i guess me 
and my fake wife will be very happy 
together. We’re doing another season 
for sure; i imagine we’ll go seven or eight 
years. We’re about to start season 6. Then 
maybe some time off. i’m learning Span-
ish right now, i’d like to see a little more 
of the world.
i want to keep writing certainly, 
and i’d like to direct other films. i’d like 
to be in some movies, that would be nice, 
maybe ones i didn’t write and direct. i 
couldn’t have planned how this would 
all shake out. it’s not like i was at Kenyon 
and was on a hilltop taller than Gambier 
and suddenly saw how this was all going 
to look. it’s surprising to me. it’s been a big 
improvisation. i guess hopefully i’ll just 
keep saying yes to things that scare me, 
would maybe be a good policy, because 
this really scared me, to direct the movie, 
and it was the best decision i ever made. 
TKC: how did your upbringing 
influence your writing, especially for 
Happythankyoumoreplease? you men-
tioned that it was basically about people 
who had happy childhoods.
JR: barring some sort of hor-
rific childhood trauma, most problems i 
found among at least people i encounter 
are really self-generated problems; there’s 
no problem except someone’s perspective 
on something. That’s what i found in 
the writing of these characters. it’s like, 
well these are good people who are really 
smart and they’re equipped with all the 
skills they would need to make their way 
through the world with some measure of 
happiness, and yet they’re really in their 
own way. That’s certainly something i 
deal with in my own life. i realize most 
of my misery is self-generated whenever 
it descends, so i think it’s just a matter of 
shifting perspective and saying yes, kind 
of agreeing to change is the secret to 
happiness if you could boil it down. The 
mind obviously doesn’t see the future, 
it can only 
recollect the 
past, so it’s like 
an accoun-
tant. it’s just 
kind of sift-
ing through 
the receipts, 
telling you 
where you’ve 
been. So if 
you depend 
on your mind 
or logic to tell 
you where 
you should go 
it will just tell 
you to keep 
doing what 
you’ve been 
doing. and 
that’s what i 
think the movie is about, about people 
who are faced with more of the same 
or leaping into some unknown change, 
and getting to play God as a writer, i 
said, ‘no, dammit, you’re going to leap 
into the unknown and you’re going to 
be rewarded for it.’
i don’t know how much my child-
hood — certainly, i think everything 
stacks up to bring you right to this stair-
case that we’re sitting on. you can’t rule 
out any of that as a factor in everything 
else, but i had really good parents, i 
had really good teachers. i think it’s re-
ally good to get very educated and then 
unlearn it all, kind of disabuse yourself 
of what you think you know, and i like 
unhooking myself from rational thought. 
There’s nothing rational about being an 
actor, there’s nothing rational about say-
ing ‘hey, i’m going to write and direct a 
film.’ Most of the great things in my life 
have been irrational decisions, generally 
and statistically frowned-upon decisions, 
and then just seeing if you can open 
yourself up to a bigger vision. 
TKC: how does it feel to be back 
at Kenyon?
JR: i’ve been back with some 
frequency. i still have friends who are 
professors of course, as is the Kenyon way. 
This time feels kind of uniquely sweet in 
some ways, just because i’m coming back 
with this thing that i’m very proud of and 
happy to show people. My younger sister 
is a Kenyon grad and she said to me, ‘i 
think these Kenyon students are really 
going to love it. it feels like the quintes-
sential Kenyon film for some reason.’ it’s 
like, most of Kenyon is conversation, 
and a lot of films that i love, and that i 
miss, that i don’t see made very much, 
are smart people with problems working 
themselves out and talking through it 
and that’s a lot of what Kenyon’s about.
i know that i’ve grown up a bit 
because when i used to come to Kenyon 
my heart would ache a little bit because i 
wanted to be back here and i really missed 
the meal plan. not the actual food, but 
the notion of a meal plan. When you get 
out of school, adulthood can bully you a 
bit, and even the notion that you should 
be feeling like an adult. you certainly 
don’t. but i still love coming back and 
it’s been really great this time. 
TKC: has it caused further reflec-
tion on your experience here?
JR: if i have a mission statement 
as a writer, it’s to take a mallet to cyni-
cism, which i think is a really lazy and 
unsophisticated 
position to take. 
i know that all 
the evidence is 
gathered to say, 
‘oh we should be 
really cynical,’ but 
i also think we’re 
more in charge 
of this stuff than 
we realize. i think 
that Kenyon by 
and large, even 
though there’s an 
epidemic of irony 
and sarcasm here 
like there is at any 
place, but there’s 
also something 
very sweet and 
uncynical about 
Kenyon, and that 
was something i probably responded to 
in picking it without maybe even know-
ing it, but it’s also one of the things i love. 
you could be obsessed with a class or a 
field of study and everything would rise 
up to support you in your passion about 
that. i think that’s a really wonderful 
quality in a school. it’s not frowned upon, 
your enthusiasm. and also i was worried 
as i aged, as i got farther away from here 
i was worried that my own enthusiasm 
would be revealed to be a kind of col-
legiate phase, and in fact i found it to 
be exactly the opposite. i find myself less 
cynical as times goes by, more energized, 
more engaged in things, and more curi-
ous about things. So all of that is to say 
that i think Kenyon was the perfect 
school for me in that regard. 
TKC: What were you picturing 
would be the outcome of your movie, like 
what genre? did you have a vision for it? 
Was it meant to be an indie film?
JR: it was certainly meant to be 
an indie film, almost whether or not i 
had a say in that, the budget determines 
whether it’s an indie film or not. it wasn’t 
like Fox or Sony said, ‘hey, here’s some 
money.’ They just don’t make films 
this small. and they would’ve ruined 
this film without question. it would’ve 
been cast differently or wrong. in terms 
of a genre, i don’t know if this movie’s 
really a romantic comedy. i don’t think 
it’s like a coming-of-age — i think it’s a 
hard movie to pigeonhole. i was trying 
to write my favorite movie, is all i was 
doing. i like movies where people who 
feel recognizable and human to me are 
talking and going through stuff, and i 
like a great soundtrack. and i do know 
that’s the movie i made, i mean whether 
you like this movie or don’t, i like it. and 
that’s the hope, that your taste somehow 
lines up with other people’s tastes. and so 
far that seems to have been the case. 
To read about more on Josh Radnor’s 
passion for meditation, its effects on his 
creative process and his new book coming 
out:
View the full interview with   
Josh radnor online at 
www.kenyoncollegian.com
On Friday, april 30, at 9:00 p.m. in Peirce’s Great hall, the Kenyon Filmmakers will host the Spring Film 
Festival. The festival will feature Kenyon alumnus and screenwriter Joshua adler ’98 and two student films, senior 
ethan ross’s Leaving Woodbury and senior Katie Gruman’s All The Pretty Girls. Trailers will be shown for two other 
student films.
On Thursday, april 28, at 7:00 p.m. in higley auditorium, Kenyon alumnus Karl Shefelman ’80 will show 
his short film Elysian Fields.
SARAH FRIEDMAN
—Bob Dorff
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ChArlotte Woolfellie Shepley ’12 in Phèdre.
Happythankyoumoreplease Makes You Want More
bY Sarah FriedMan
Editor-in-Chief
Josh radnor’s foray into film-
making is a hands-down success. 
radnor, a member of Kenyon 
College’s Class of 1996, wrote, 
directed and acted in Happythan-
kyoumoreplease, and amazingly, 
he pulled it off perfectly. The 
accolades he deser ves are only 
partially due to this remarkable 
feat of multitasking. 
The film is endearing but 
realistic, uplifting but thought-
provoking , smart but hilarious, 
and the Kenyon audience appre-
ciated every moment of it. The 
Kenyon athletic Center’s beulah 
Kahler Theater was so crowded 
last Saturday evening , april 24 
— when radnor came to campus 
to introduce and screen his film 
— that  Kenyon Fi lmma kers , 
the student organization that 
brought radnor to Kenyon, was 
forced to shut out a long line of 
students. because of the number 
of people turned away, radnor 
agreed to screen the film again 
the next day. during the screen-
ing , ever y funny or emotional 
moment elicited a reaction from 
the clearly enthralled audience, 
and when the credits rolled the 
theater burst out in sustained 
applause. 
r adnor ’s  characters  were 
realistic and ultimately lovable, 
not least because of the balance 
of good and not-so-good in ev-
eryone. it was refreshing that all 
six of the main characters had 
real flaws and weaknesses and 
none were caricatures or ideals. 
The character of Mary Catherine 
( Z oe Kazan) was particularly 
fascinating. i thought, in the be-
ginning , that i would not like 
her as a character — in her first 
scene she seems immature and 
irritating. but Kazan proves to 
be a fabulous, completely believ-
able actress, and Mary Catherine 
plays the main role in my favorite 
scene. Sam (radnor) was also not 
likeable at first. between unwit-
tingly kidnapping a young boy 
and drunkenly insisting that a 
woman he just met break her new 
Year’s resolution in order to spend 
the night with him, he seems con-
fused and intimacy-phobic to the 
point of ruin. Yet his redeeming 
qualities emerge in interactions 
with his best friend and with the 
boy. Ultimately, he proves to be a 
basically good guy trying to work 
out his life. 
To go into why each character 
was wonderful would take too 
much space, but let me summa-
rize: Malin akerman of Watch-
men  is arresting in her role as 
annie, the insightful and basi-
cally joyful alopecic best friend 
of Sam. Mississippi (Kate Mara of 
Brokeback Mountain) is beautiful 
and talented, and my brain kept 
working over her complexities 
hours after the movie ended. Sam 
“#2” ( Tony hale) is perfect as 
the somewhat socially inept but 
impressively loving lawyer, push-
ing the boundaries of acting far 
past what those of us who know 
him only as buster on Arrested 
Developme nt  could e ver  have 
imagined. Michael algieri is sur-
prisingly mature and perfectly fit 
to his role as rasheen, the child 
Sam befriends on the subway. and 
Pablo Schreiber is tremendously 
endearing as Mar y Catherine’s 
boyfriend Charlie. 
The movie’s greatest asset, 
though, was its unpredictability. 
at many moments i thought i 
knew the next line, a witty but 
hackne yed retort ,  or  thoug ht 
that i could predict a little plot 
twist — but the movie surprised 
MAKINGof.CoMMichael Algieri and Josh radnor ’6 in Happythankyoumoreplease.
every time, refusing to be typical. 
in truth, it does not fit into any 
genre, yet it successfully melds 
elements of comedy, drama and 
romance into a uniquely relatable 
and delightful film.  
i have to admit, i did not ex-
pect to love the movie as much as 
i did (which was a lot). To me, the 
title screamed “trying too hard,” 
and i worried that our collective 
ideal of the famous Kenyon grad 
would be shattered by a movie 
that wanted too much to be super-
indie. i was wrong. radnor admit-
ted in the post-screening Q&a 
that the title was “both an asset 
and a liability,” and after seeing 
the film i realized that the title is 
an appropriate reflection of the 
movie’s  theme and sentiment: 
gratefulness begets happiness. 
as radnor said in his inter-
view (see page 8), it seems this 
movie was made for a Kenyon 
audience. (and also for the Sun-
dance Film Festival  audience, 
which awarded it the audience 
award.) i cannot, however, imag-
ine any audience walking away 
from this film not feeling satisfied 
and contemplative.
Phèdre Puts  Modern Spin on a Classic, but Length detracts
bY noah heinriCh
Staff Writer
The Yiddish proverb that 
translates to “man plans, God 
laughs” is a consistent theme in 
ancient Greek tragedy. it is cer-
tainly one of the themes of the 
play Phèdre, adapted from Greek 
mythology by 17th-century French 
playwright Jean racine and later 
translated by Ted hughes. it por-
trays the tragic story of Phèdre, 
wife of monster and womanizer 
Theseus, and her uncontrollable 
desire for her stepson hippolytus. 
incest was as frowned upon in 
ancient Greece as it is today, and 
thus the consequences are unsur-
prisingly severe. This tragic and 
disturbing story was performed in 
Peirce Pub on april 23 and 25 by 
the Gambier repertory ensemble 
actors Theatre (GreaT) under 
the direction of Jack dwyer ’12. 
it starred Sarah blair Jenkins ’13, 
James Weeks ’11 and the appropri-
ately named aeneas hemphill ’12.
one of the most engaging 
aspects of this production was 
also its greatest limitation: it was 
performed in Peirce Pub. The Pub 
has a slightly raised stage, but no 
offstage area, and almost nothing 
can be done with it in terms of 
lighting and set design. dwyer and 
his crew had the unenviable task of 
turning the Pub into an acceptable 
performance space, and they de-
serve credit for pulling it off. They 
circumvented the lack of real exits 
by having all performers who were 
not currently on stage sit in chairs 
around the stage while wearing 
masks, a reference to classical Greek 
theater. With the addition of several 
lighting instruments, designed by 
angela Coleman ’12, and a single 
chair, the Pub became an effective, if 
abstract, representation of Theseus’s 
palace. This effect made the entire 
production fittingly eerie, with the 
masked figures watching their fellow 
actors’ every move. The actors were 
mostly costumed in nondescript, 
modern clothing, which was a good 
choice on the part of costume de-
signers Jamal Jordan ’12 and Linda 
Mullin ’12.
as in the majority of non-
mainstage theater productions, the 
cast of Phèdre had to carry the show 
entirely by itself, without the aid 
of any sort of special effects. For-
tunately, the acting was superb all 
around, which is doubly impressive 
considering that Phèdre is a very 
long 333-year-old play consisting 
almost entirely of lengthy mono-
logues. Jenkins threw herself into 
the main role of Phèdre, weeping, 
cursing the gods and crying out 
with true sincerity. hemphill’s hip-
polytus was also very convincing, 
if sometimes stiff. his one scene 
alongside Jenkins was powerful, 
and the two had good chemistry 
onstage. Weeks, portraying king of 
athens and Minotaur-slayer The-
seus, had an incredibly strong pres-
ence on stage, and used his power-
ful voice to great effect as he angrily 
and tearfully confronted both his 
wife and son. ellie Shepley ’12 
played Phèdre’s advisor oenone to 
great effect, easily moving between 
sorrowful and scheming. eliza Lo-
gan ’11 gave a good performance as 
hippolytus’s love interest aricia, 
and Josh henderson-Cox ’13 as 
Theramene ended the play with a 
forceful and moving speech.
Phèdre’s major flaw was its 
leng th. The actors’ pace made 
a relatively long play seem even 
longer. Quite a few members of 
the audience left after intermis-
sion, which is a shame, since they 
missed the powerful climax of the 
play. overall, dwyer and company 
put on a well-directed and -acted 
production of a difficult play. i 
hope to one day see what they can 
do with a better performance space 
and a higher budget.
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From 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 23, until 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 24, NightCAPS held what they hope 
is Kenyon’s first annual 24-hour Shakespeare Marathon in Ascension. The event was a great success, according 
to group president Sam Harris ’12, who noted that the event attracted groups of 15 to 20 people throughout its 
duration. The group read ten full Shakespeare plays and supplemented that reading with various sonnets by the 
Bard. “We’ve received so much support from the College and from the English Department, as well as all of the 
students that attended it, that if we can keep this going for a few more years, that would be fantastic,” Harris said.
Shakespeare ’Round the Clock
Seniors Overcome Obstacles for Thesis Films
By BOB DORFF
Arts & Entertainment Editor
This past Wednesday, April 
21, Becca Roth ’10, Sean Cavana-
ugh ’10 and Andrew Woods ’10, 
three senior drama majors with 
a concentration in film, showed 
their senior exercise thesis films 
in the Kenyon Athletic Center 
Theater. All Kenyon drama ma-
jors must participate in a thesis 
production for the stag e,  but 
those completing a concentra-
tion in film create a short film 
instead. The process of creating a 
film is an arduous one, but these 
students were pleased with the 
results. As Cavanaugh put it, “it’s 
a little different than a paper or 
presentation.”
 Sexuality entered into all 
three of the films, though each 
approached the topic in a dif-
ferent way. Roth’s film, titled 
Roommates ,  “explore[s]  what 
would happen if, because of their 
situation, a very vulnerable gay 
guy and gay girl lived together 
and because of some circumstance 
they were isolated in the room 
and didn’t have anyone else,” she 
said. In Woods’s Last Night, two 
college students explore the pre-
vious night’s debaucherous activi-
ties by literally walking through 
one of the student’s memories. 
Their  j ourne y  sets  up  a  love 
triangle between the two male 
leads and the girl one of them 
hooked up with the night before. 
In Cavanaugh’s short Left Hold-
ing the Bag, a twenty-something 
copes with the stress brought on 
by an unintended pregnancy.
In a l l  cases ,  the directors 
faced an uphill battle to create a 
film given their limited time and 
budgetary constraints. “It’s dif-
ficult getting people interested 
and getting a crew together and 
just generally having to deal with 
this environment because you 
kind of have to make a college-
environment film,” Woods said. 
His sentiment was echoed by the 
other filmmakers. “you run into 
problems everywhere, with people 
coming in and out. ... Everything 
can go wrong sometimes,” Cava-
naugh said.
Despite the difficulties, the 
directors all said they felt the 
experience was a positive one. 
“There were a lot of challenges, 
but it was very rewarding , and I 
am happy that it came together 
well, because I was working on it 
forever,” Roth said. 
These films represent more 
than a  s imple  senior  proje ct . 
“Now I’ll be able to graduate with 
a short film, and a lot of times 
that’s what you’re going to want 
to have when you’re coming into 
a graduate school,” Cavanaugh 
said.
Th e s e  were  n o t  th e  on l y 
s en i or  e xerc i s e  f i l ms  cre ate d 
this year. On Monday, April 26, 
Martha Gregory ’10 showed her 
film Past Imperfect as the thesis 
for her synoptic major in Latin 
American Cultural Studies and 
Film.  Unlike the other f i lms, 
Gregor y’s was a documentar y. 
Pa st  Imp e r fe c t  “ i s  a  p er s ona l 
exploration of national memory 
BECCA rOTHJack Dwyer ’12 and Caroline Black ’12 in  Becca roth’s Roommates.
within the context of the Chilean 
coup and subsequent dictator-
ship under Pinochet in the 1970s 
and 80s,” Gregory said. Gregory 
filmed the documentar y while 
abroad in Chile  last  summer, 
and she has worked on editing 
it since. “It took me a long time 
to really create the levels of the 
stor y that I wanted,” she said. 
Gregory worked to make some-
thing that was meaningful but 
did not overstep her bounds as 
a student. “I put myself in the 
documentary, you see me in it, 
and that was a conscious decision 
because I wanted to make clear 
that I wasn’t trying to make gran-
diose statements about Chilean 
culture and history,” she said.
Fi lm is  a  g rowing area of 
study at Kenyon, and with the 
success experienced by this year’s 
filmmakers, it is likely to grow 
larger still in the coming years, 
especially given the current cam-
paign to establish film as a major 
at Kenyon.
— Bob Dorff
Reading of Find and Sign Finds Success with Audience
By MILES PURINTON
Staff Writer
Up on b eing  re cr u ite d  to 
write the review of Find and Sign, 
the new play by Playwright-in-
Residence Wendy MacLeod that 
was read last Sunday, April 25, in 
the Blackbox Theater, I felt more 
than a little trepidation. I am in 
MacLeod’s playwriting class, and 
am also in the acting class taught 
by Visiting Assistant Professor of 
Drama Professor Ben Viccellio, 
who read the main role in the 
play. There was a poetic feeling 
of the student becoming the mas-
ter, that now it was I who could 
review their work. I will admit 
that part of me was hoping that 
my review could be scathing. As 
much as I genuinely enjoy the 
classes taught by both professors, 
who wouldn’t jump at the chance 
to pan their professors’ work un-
der the umbrella of “freedom of 
the press?” But to do so would be 
uncalled for, as there is absolutely 
nothing negative to say about the 
highly enjoyable reading , a real 
treat for anyone who decided to 
attend.
The reading , made possible 
by the Newton Chun Award, 
which recognizes promising work 
by Kenyon faculty, centers around 
Iago ( Viccellio), an artists and 
repertoire representative at a hip-
hop firm. The character’s unusual 
name is crucial — the play opens 
with a conversation about why 
Iago is named so oddly — and all 
of the Shakespearean implications 
are present. This Iago, too, has a 
potentially race-related rivalry 
with fellow associate Cal (Chad 
Goodridge). This rivalry comes 
to a head as the two compete for a 
promotion and the rights to work 
with a promising “undiscovered 
talent” — Mac, played by Dom 
McKoy ’10. Mac is introduced 
to Iago by Julia (Susan Pourfar), 
Iago’s latest love interest. The 
themes are familiar — race, com-
plicated relationships, the jealous 
best friend — but MacLeod han-
dles them refreshingly. She holds 
her audience’s interest through-
out, adding surprises along the 
way yet  remaining consistent 
to what we expect from these 
characters. The audience hung 
on every word. No review of this 
work would be complete without 
acknowledging MacLeod’s biting 
wit: the audience frequently ex-
ploded with laughter at her lines. 
A personal favorite bit of mine 
compared the Cat in the Hat to 
drugs: he arrives, people do weird 
stuff, and then they wonder what 
happened.
The work of everyone else 
involved in the reading was equally 
impressive. Director Karen Kohl-
haas brought together a talented 
cast, including actors flown in 
from New york, and put on a 
satisfying production. Viccellio 
as Iago was likable despite his 
smarminess, and he successfully 
found the humanity in what could 
easily be considered a repellant 
character.  Pourfar was believ-
able as Julia, portraying the most 
relatable character in the show, 
a smart teacher trying to catch 
a break and see through the lies 
coming from the people in her 
life. Easily stealing each scene 
was Professor of Drama Jonathan 
Tazewell as Iago’s charismatic and 
brilliant boss Andre. And holding 
their own with the professionals 
were Kenyon students McKoy 
as the young hip-hop artist try-
ing to catch a break and Rachel 
Rubenstein ’10 as Julia’s shallow 
best friend Mona.
Find and Sign was enjoyable, 
gripping and immensely satisfying. 
It is a pleasure to see such a promis-
ing new work, and the privilege of 
viewing it was undoubtedly shared 
by all those in attendance.
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The Evolution of the Media’s Role in the Lives of Athletes
By JAMEs AsiMEs
Sports Columnist
There seems to be a constantly 
evolving dynamic between superstar 
athletes and the millions of fans who 
adore them. Just 30 years ago, even 
the meanest of athletes appealed to 
America by tossing an adoring young 
fan his game jersey in exchange for a 
post-game soda. (This occurrence may 
be a slightly skewed example of the 
relationship fans have with athletes, 
however, as it was a commercial star-
ring Mean Joe Green.) Nonetheless, 
this player-fan relationship has con-
tinued to change over the years, and 
has been significantly affected by the 
improvements in technology and ero-
sion of the athlete-fan barrier created 
by the media. Today, the relationship 
between superstars and adoring fans 
is awkward, because superstars, and 
most, if not all, professional athletes 
ok matter, are expected to live up to a 
higher standard, a higher code, at least 
that of a law-abiding citizen. 
Even over the past two decades, 
A Recap of the First Round 
of the NHL Playoffs
By KEGAN BoRLANd
Staff Writer
Kenyon Tennis set for Final Matches of NCAC
over the past few days, both the 
Lords and Ladies tennis teams ended 
their regular seasons with emphatic 
wins. on sunday, April 25, the Lords 
devastated the Allegheny College Ga-
tors 9-0, and the Ladies cruised to a 
7-2 victory over the oberlin College 
yeowomen on Tuesday, April 27. 
in defeating the Gators, the 
ninth-ranked Lords won every match 
comfortably, despite resting their best 
player, Mike Greenberg. Allegheny 
tested Kenyon at second and third 
doubles to an extent, but the Lords 
ultimately outlasted the Gators at 
both spots. Meanwhile, Tomas Pis-
kacek  ’10 and Jeremy Polster ’11, 
usually the Lords’ second doubles 
team, had no trouble in making 
a transition to the top slot; they 
defeated Allegheny’s best team 8-0. 
After doubles play had finished, the 
Lords put forth a spectacular team 
effort in singles. From third to sixth 
singles, the Lords only gave up two 
games. William VandenBerg ’10 took 
third singles 6-0, 6-1; and Paul Burgin 
’13 and Jake Matthews ’13 won with-
out losing a game at fourth and fifth 
singles, respectively; and Kevin ye ’13 
triumphed 6-0, 6-1 at sixth singles. 
The Gators were more competitive 
at first and second singles, but they 
still could not sufficiently challenge 
the Lords. Piskacek beat Allegheny 
top singles player 6-3, 6-2, and Polster 
came away with a 6-3, 6-3 victory at 
second singles. Ultimately, the Lords 
won their fifth consecutive match, 
and improved their overall record 
to 16-6.
Not to be outdone, the Ladies 
put together an impressive win against 
the yeowomen at oberlin. Kenyon 
started powerfully, sweeping the three 
doubles matches and, accordingly, 
put the yeowomen in a precarious 
position.  The Ladies consolidated 
their outstanding performance in 
doubles with adept singles play. Amy 
schlessman ’13, Amanda Polster ’13, 
Eva Ceja ’10 and Anna Becker ’12 all 
won in straight sets at second, third, 
fourth and sixth singles, in that order. 
With these wins, the Ladies clinched 
the match, captured the East division 
Championship of the North Coast 
Athletic Conference and felt the 
satisfaction of beating one of their 
top rivals.
The unifying theme between the 
performances of the Lords and Ladies 
was the performance of first years. 
Counting both matches, first years 
played a role in 11 out of 16 wins, 
consequently proving that they can 
help carry on the tradition of excel-
lence for both programs. When asked 
about the depth and talent of the first 
years on both teams, Head Men’s and 
Women’s Tennis Coach scott Thielke 
said: “The first-year class for the wom-
en have made a big difference. … Amy 
[schlessman], Amanda [Polster], and 
Lydia [Winkler ’13 have done well at 
second, third, and fifth singles]. [For 
the Lords], this is a strong freshman 
class for Kenyon.  Maybe this could be 
the most talented in a decade.”
Both the Lords and Ladies will 
participate in the NCAC Champi-
onships this Friday and saturday at 
denison University. The Lords will 
be seeded first among the men’s teams 
and the Ladies will be the first seed 
from the NCAC’s Eastern division 
but the second seed overall next to 
denison. in both draws, the Lords 
and the denison Big Red will be ex-
pected to meet in the final, but Coach 
Thielke warns that an upset could 
still take place if his teams are not 
properly prepared. “We could suffer 
a loss to a team besides denison if we 
look ahead too far or don’t prepare 
well for the NCAC’s because of the 
end-of-year class work coming due,” 
Thielke said.
By MARK MoTHERAL
Staff Writer
Jeremy Polster ’11 returns a shot against Allegheny.  Athene Cook
it is what every true sports fan 
wants to see: the widely proclaimed 
marquis matchup in the current world 
of sports.  sidney “sid the Kid” Crosby 
versus Alexander “The Great” ovechkin 
and the Pittsburgh Penguins versus the 
Washington Capitals.  Last season, the 
two met in round two of the playoffs 
and it was nothing short of incredible.  in 
game two, both Crosby and ovechkin 
scored hat tricks, battling back and forth. 
The Capitals led two games to none, but 
the Penguins came back and eventually 
won the stanley Cup. 
in the 2010 NHL Playoffs, Crosby 
is the leading point scorer with 14 points 
in six games, while ovechkin only has 
nine so far.  in the regular season, both 
players tied for second in scoring with 
109 points.  ovechkin has won the past 
two Hart Trophies for MVP of the regu-
lar season;  Crosby was the winner of that 
same award the year before that.  Crosby 
scored the olympic gold medal-winning 
goal for Team Canada this year.  There is 
much debate over which player is better, 
but over the past few years, there has been 
no doubt that the Penguins have been 
the better team.
The Penguins have made it to the 
NHL Championships the past two 
seasons and are the defending champions 
this year.  Much of their success is because 
of Evgeni Malkin.  He was the post-sea-
son MVP last year and could prove to be 
the difference-maker this year.  But the 
Capitals are the number-one seed this 
year.  They have been the best team all 
season and, if they manage to get out of 
the first round, they meet the Penguins 
in round two. The Capitals are tied at 
three games apiece with the number-
eight seed, the Montreal Canadiens, 
led by Mike Cammallieri, who has ten 
points in the playoffs. 
There are many other teams who 
are capable of making a run at the 
stanley Cup. one of the teams to beat 
is the Philadelphia Flyers. They were the 
number-seven seed in the Eastern Con-
ference and they absolutely handled the 
number-two-seeded New Jersey devils, 
winning the series 4-1. The other team in 
the East to move on is the Boston Bruins. 
The number one seed from a year ago 
looks to avenge their exit from last year’s 
playoffs in round one. This year, they are 
number-six seed, but that didn’t stop 
them from beating the Buffalo sabres in 
six games.  The big question asked was if 
the Bruins’ goalie Tuukka Rask would 
be able to keep up with the sabres’ goalie 
Ryan Miller.  Rask stepped up to the task 
by posting a .927 save percentage.
in the Western Conference, the san 
Jose sharks and the Chicago Blackhawks 
stood apart from the rest of the teams 
in the regular season.  The playoffs 
have been no different, as both teams 
advanced to the second round in six 
games.  For the Blackhawks, right-winger 
Patrick Kane led the way in the regular 
season with 88 points, while center 
Patrick Marleau led the sharks with 83 
points.  in round two, the sharks will take 
on the detroit Red Wings, to all other 
teams’ dismay. 
The Red Wings have been extreme-
ly dangerous in the playoffs in the past few 
seasons, winning the stanley Cup in 2008 
and losing in the finals last season.  They 
have a team of all-stars.  They did not 
look strong in the first round, but do not 
overlook the detroit Red Wings. 
The Blackhawks will face the 
Vancouver Canucks, led by Mikael 
samuelsson and daniel sedin, who are 
second and third in points scored in the 
playoffs.
Though the defending champion 
Penguins are still alive, there is no clear-
cut favorite and anything could happen 
in round two.
the changes have been drastic. The 
1990s showcased two archetypi-
cal superstar molds: the unbeatable 
champion and the “everyman” who 
outworks all his opponents. There were 
numerous examples of great success 
achieved by these superstars and of 
the intense adulation associated with 
their achievements. This success was 
best exemplified by the biggest athlete 
of the decade, six-time NBA champion 
Michael Jordan. There were countless 
“everyman” superstars as well, such as 
the iron Man Cal Ripken, Jr., the gun-
slinging Brett Favre and the goliath 
duo of Mark McGwire and sammy 
sosa. superstars seemed much more 
infallible. it seemed the media built up 
stars rather than constantly looked to 
tear them down. 
Michael Jordan clearly had a 
gambling problem, if not a full-blown 
addiction, although few theorize that 
gambling was the true reason for his 
sudden mid-career retirement. Brett 
Favre made it through the rigors of an 
NFL season through persistent overuse 
of pain medication, and in case you 
have been hiding in a hole the past ten 
years, Mark McGwire and sammy sosa 
used performance-enhancing drugs 
— steroids. 
Just this past decade, scandals have 
seemed to rock countless superstars 
across multiple 
sports, drawing at-
tention away from 
the great achieve-
ments of the de-
cade. The sexual 
assault trial of 
Kobe Bryant, the 
photo of Michael 
Phelps smoking 
marijuana at a col-
lege party, Alex 
Rodrig uez ad-
mitting to using 
steroids, Michael 
Vick hosting a 
dog-fighting ring and countless more 
scandals have emerged. But these 
scandals were paltry in comparison to 
the impact of Tiger Woods admitting 
to multiple extra-marital affairs.
The sharp increase in public reli-
ance on the internet for news sources 
has created a cutthroat competition 
for readership that has helped to 
erode the old relationship between 
the traditional media and professional 
athletes. The privacy given to superstars 
has decreased sig-
nificantly as access 
to the lives of ath-
letes has increased 
via both the tradi-
tional media and 
social networking 
sites such as Twit-
ter and Facebook. 
Fans, especially 
those constantly 
p l u g g e d  i n t o 
the instant news 
circuit, demand 
more access to 
the athletes they 
adore, and reporters and bloggers are 
very willing to provide this access, 
whether or not the superstars desire 
it.
The current relationship between 
superstars and fans is still dictated 
by the media, now more than ever. 
superstars surround themselves with 
a support staff to at least attempt to 
control their image. The interactions 
between scandal-entrenched athletes 
and the media have become similar to 
a game. Every superstar-athlete exposed 
in a scandal follows the same course of 
action: apologizes for the wrongs he 
has committed, go to rehab no matter 
how fictional the addiction may be 
and finally return to his sport with a 
somber and apologetic demeanor. This 
being so, it is difficult to believe Tiger 
Woods had an actual sex addiction. it 
is more likely he was simply abusing his 
power and wealth to frequently stray 
from his marriage. Fans have supported 
this new mold for athletes to climb out 
of scandals for a few reasons, mainly 
because it isn’t worth the time to at-
tempt to tear down an athlete’s claim to 
having an addiction, as well as because 
fans want to see a more human side to 
superstars: they want to see personal 
growth along with athletic growth. 
They do not want to be disappointed 
by their heros yet again.
The sharp increase 
in public reliance on 
the Internet for news 
sorces has ... eroded 
the old relationship 
between the tradi-
tional media and pro-
fessional athletes.
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Ladies Lacrosse
Friday, April 30, at 2:30 p.m.
Kenyon hosts Ohio Wesleyan in 
NCAC semifinal game 
Ladies Lacrosse
Saturday, May 1, at 2:00 p.m.
Kenyon hosts NCAC 
championship game
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Ladies Lacrosse To Host NCAC Tournament for First Time
By NATE OLdACH
Sports Editor
By NATE OLdACH
Sports Editor
Leah Sack ’13 dashes past two Wooster defenders in Saturday’s win. Marty FuLLer
Player Profile: Chase Kreuter, the Ladies’ Leader Between the Pipes
nate oLdach
Since her first year at Kenyon, 
Chase Kreuter ’10 has been the 
women’s lacrosse goalkeeper.  As 
the league tournament approaches, 
we should step back and look at 
Kreuter’s many accomplishments, 
including her 3,300 minutes in 
goal and her having been named a 
regional All-American. 
“Chase [Kreuter] is a fantastic 
leader and has been a rock on de-
fense,” said Head Women’s Lacrosse 
Coach Meredith Buzzi.  “She always 
looks out for her teammates in and 
off the field.  Since I first got here, 
Chase has been extremely constant 
[in play].”
Buzzi added that because 
Kreuter has been invaluable, the 
team will need to step up after 
she graduates. “Her personality is 
something we will never ever be able 
to replace,” she said.  “She is a great 
advocate for Kenyon and a great 
advocate for women’s lacrosse.” 
Kreuter said that earning the 
right to host the North Coast 
Athletic Conference tournament 
is the capstone to her career.  “This 
[past] Saturday, beating Wooster on 
our senior day, earning the right to 
host the tournament at Mavec Field 
is just a great way to celebrate our 
seniors,” Kreuter said.  “The team 
has evolved a great deal.  When I 
first came [to Ke-
nyon], my class 
was the first [class 
to be] recruit-
ed.   The team 
has completely 
turned around in 
my time here.”
Kreuter said 
she will miss la-
crosse, but more importantly, she 
will miss her teammates and her 
coach.  “I’m really going to miss the 
girls on the team right now,” Kreuter 
said.  “The girls are just so much fun 
to be around.  I’m going to miss my 
coach and I am very thankful for her 
putting together such a great team 
this year. ” 
Another chapter in Kreuter’s 
career will be written this weekend 
as the Ladies host the NCAC tour-
nament.  The Ladies will face off 
against Ohio Wesleyan University 
on Friday, April 30, at 2:30 p.m. 
The winner of this game will face the 
winner of the Wooster and Allegh-
eny game to de-
cide the NCAC 
champion. The 
championship 
game will be on 
Saturday, May 1, 
at 2:00 p.m. 
As Kreuter’s 
senior  season 
draws to a close, 
she has matured as a player, as a 
leader and as a person.  She is the 
career leader for saves and boasts the 
lowest goals-against average, while 
starting every game in her four-
year tenure. She has been named 
This past Saturday, April 24, the 
Ladies lacrosse team took the field in 
a game that Head Women’s Lacrosse 
Coach Meredith Buzzi billed as “the 
biggest game that Kenyon [Ladies] 
lacrosse has ever played.” This game 
was not just another chapter in the 
epic rivalry that is Kenyon College 
versus the College of Wooster; it was 
something much more. Not only 
would the winning team receive brag-
ging rights for the year, but it would 
also be named the regular-season 
North Coast Athletic Conference 
champion and procure the right to 
host the NCAC tournament this 
coming weekend. To add to the 
pressure, this game was senior day 
and the last regular-season game that 
Co-Captains Taylor Verderame ’10, 
Liz Hancock ’10, Isabel Plourde ’10 
and Chase Kreuter ’10 would play in. 
With all this pressure, many teams 
would falter, but the Ladies rose to the 
occasion, claiming the NCAC regu-
lar-season title by a score of 20-14.
The first half of the game was as 
good as advertised: an exciting clash 
between two rival teams. The Ladies 
struck first when, just two minutes 
into the game, Jenny Fitzgerald 
’11 beat the Scot goalkeeper and 
made the score 1-0. From there, the 
momentum shifted from the Ladies 
to the Scots as, over the next seven 
minutes, the Scots retaliated with 
three unanswered goals, making the 
score 1-3 in Wooster’s favor. The La-
dies remained calm and reclaimed the 
momentum with a four-goal streak of 
their own, making the score 5-3 with 
just 15 minutes left in the first period. 
From there, the momentum shifted 
back and forth and, at the end of the 
first half, the Ladies found themselves 
with a tentative 7-6 lead. 
Coming out after halftime, the 
Ladies looked to continue their strong 
play from the first half, but Wooster 
refused to fall. Just two minutes into 
the second half, the Scots claimed an 
8-7 lead over the Ladies. From there, 
the Ladies ignited and took all the 
momentum from the Scots, scoring 
eight unanswered goals in the next 
ten minutes. With just 17 minutes 
remaining in the game, the Ladies 
held a seemingly insurmountable 
15-8 lead. Like all great competitors, 
however, the Scots would not give in. 
Over the next five minutes of play, 
the Scots chipped away at the Ladies’ 
lead until it stood at a tentative 15-12 
Ladies advantage. 
That is as close as the Scots 
would come to a potential storybook 
comeback, though. The Ladies out-
scored the Scots 5-2 in the last five 
minutes of play, and at the end, the 
Ladies claimed a 20-14 victory and 
their first-ever NCAC regular-season 
crown. “This was a very emotional 
game for the entire program,” Buzzi 
said. “The girls played with their 
hearts on their sleeves the entire 
game. [This game] was highlighted by 
momentum shifting. We had it for a 
long period of time in the second half, 
and that is what carried us.” 
Though many individuals con-
tributed to the team’s victory, there 
were several standout performances. 
Leah Sack ’13 finished the day with 
two goals and nine assists, setting an 
NCAC as well as a school record.  For 
her efforts, she was recognized as this 
week’s NCAC Player of the Week. 
Emily Nichols ’13 was the main 
beneficiary of Sack’s assists, as she 
scored a career-best eight goals on the 
afternoon, just one shy of tying the 
school’s single-game scoring record 
of nine goals. Fitzgerald added five 
goals and two assists to the Ladies’ 
winning effort.
 “This ranks as one of the best 
wins in my coaching career,” Buzzi 
said. “It feels fantastic to win the regu-
lar season and win the right to host 
the NCAC tournament.  Sometimes 
you don’t realize how beneficial it is to 
play at home until you go away.  We 
had a great crowd on Saturday and 
that was great to see, and I think it 
helped to motivate the girls.” 
Though the Ladies are regular-
season champions, they now turn 
to the pressing matter of the post-
season.  They will host the NCAC 
tournament beginning this Friday, 
April 30, at 2:30 p.m., when they take 
on the Ohio Wesleyan University 
Battling Bishops in the conference 
semifinal.  If they win, the Ladies 
will play for the NCAC champion-
ship on Saturday, May 1, at 2:00 
p.m. at Mavec Field. Though the 
Ladies are the number-one seed in 
the tournament, Buzzi said she still 
believes that the team must prepare 
both mentally and physically for this 
coming weekend. 
“We’ve had the target on our 
backs all season, ever since we were 
ranked number one in the NCAC,” 
she said.  “That being said, we still 
have a lot to prove.  We did not play 
well the first time we played Ohio 
Wesleyan, so we have a lot to prove. 
And if we do win and face Allegheny 
in the championship round, then 
we really have something to prove.” 
Allegheny is the only team to have 
defeated the Ladies all season, so the 
Ladies will be looking for payback 
this time around.  
In the meantime, Buzzi said the 
Ladies are ready, given the intensity 
of their work ethic during practices. 
“We are working each and every day 
to make sure that Friday is the best 
game we have played because, right 
now, Friday is the only game left on 
our schedule,” she said.  “We want to 
make sure we are the hardest work-
ing team out there this week because 
the hardest working team is always 
the hardest to beat.” It is appropriate 
that Saturday happens to be Summer 
Sendoff, as the Ladies lacrosse team 
has the opportunity to send their four 
seniors off in style, with a new trophy 
in their hands and the coveted title of 
NCAC champions.
a first-team all-
N C AC g oa l-
ke ep er  t wic e 
during her ca-
re er  and was 
named to the 
second-team all-
NCAC her first 
year.  Kreuter 
was also named 
a regional All-
A m er i c a n  i n 
2009 and an 
All-Academic 
by the Intercol-
legiate Women’s 
Lacrosse Asso-
ciation.
As gradu-
a t i o n  l o o m s , 
Kreuter, an American studies ma-
jor and art history minor, says 
she is looking forward to life after 
Kenyon. “I am looking into jobs 
in digital marketing and moving to 
New york,” Kreuter said.
Kreuter just has one piece of 
advice for future Ladies who follow 
in her footsteps: “Make sure you’re 
having fun playing lacrosse.  That 
has to be your number one prior-
ity. Stay on top of the conference 
and work hard to stay on top every 
season.” 
“Her personality is 
something we will 
never be able to re-
place.”
— Meredith Buzzi
